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Graduate School Courses
Offered in Japanese

※M: Master's Program　D: Doctoral ProgramFor details, please visit the website ▶ ritsumei academics graduate 

Biwako-Kusatsu Campus in SHIGA

The Graduate School of Language Education and Information Science was 
relaunched in 2024. It offers three courses, two focusing on language 
education (English and Japanese) and one on linguistics and communication 
studies. For language education, the aim is to develop the teaching skills of 
future and practicing teachers. In addition, other aims include innovation in 
language education practice, teacher and student development, and 
research on issues in second language acquisition. For linguistics and 
communication studies, students can focus on various subdisciplines and 
conduct significant research in these areas.
■Three courses
　・English Language Education Course
　・Japanese Language Education Course
　・Course in Linguistics and Studies of Communication and Expression

Graduate School of Language Education
and Information Science（M）

The Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Science was established for 
the purpose of examining and seeking solutions to the problems that have 
been passed down to the 21st century and making approaches to common 
issues for all humanity from the four perspectives of Publicness, Life, 
Social-Cultural Symbiosis, and Representation, with an emphasis on core 
ethics. We adopt integrated doctoral program consisting of transversal 
lectures and exercises from different f ields.
■ Four f ield themes
　・Publicness̶Publicness in the 21st century
　・Life̶Life as an Issue
　・Social-Cultural Symbiosis̶Possibilities and Limitations in Sociai-Cultural Symbiosis
　・Representation̶Analysis of Culture and Art through Representative Theory

Graduate School of Core Ethics and  Frontier Sciences
（Integrated Doctoral Program）

Suzaku Campus in KYOTO

The Graduate School of Professional Teacher Education nurtures highly 
skilled teachers who have the ability to tackle issues that are getting more 
and more complicated at schools. 
We aim to combine theoretical education and practical training and 
cooperate with not only our aff iliated schools but also other schools in 
Kyoto, Shiga and Osaka where the University has its campuses so that we 
can provide unique programs associated with a series of f ieldwork and a 
long-term internship to the students. The students will learn from various 
type of teachers, from experts in education study to instructors with 
experience of teaching, and are expected to acquire excellent skills required 
for teachers and school leaders. We offer 3 courses, 1) Clinical Research on 
Human Development and Education, 2) Educational Methods and Learning 
Sciences, and 3) International Education which propose the distinctive 
education of Ritsumeikan University.

School of Law（Juris Doctor Program）

Graduate School of Professional Teacher Education
（Master of Education）

The School of Law nurtures “Global-Citizen Lawyers” that think and act 
based on the global perspective and common sense. We educate students 
with various backgrounds to be the legal professions, each person who has 
rich humanity, a keen sense of human rights, and profound education with 
a global perspective and high-leveled specialties.
■ Specialized subjects
　・Bankruptcy Law, Tax Law, Economic Law, Intellectual Property Law, Labor 

Law, Environmental Law, International Private Law and International 
Public Law

Osaka Ibaraki Campus in OSAKA

Kinugasa Campus in KYOTO

RU offers the following Graduate Degree Programs offered in Japanese

Graduate School of Letters（M/D）
The Graduate School of Letters offers two majors comprising 14 programs. 
The school continues to build upon traditional literature studies developing 
new academic f ields incorporating information technology.
■ Two majors and 14 programs
　・A major in Humanities―1) Philosophy, 2) Educational Anthropology, 3) Japanese 

Literature and Linguistics, 4) Chinese Literature and Thought, 5) English and 
American Literature, 6) Japanese History, 7) East Asian History, 8) European and 
Islamic History, 9) Modern East Asian Languages and Cultures, 10) Languages, 
Cultures, and Area Studies of English-speaking Countries, 11) Cultural Dynamics 
Studies.

　・A major in Informatics of Behavior and Cultures―12) Geography and 
Regional Tourism Studies, 13) Digital Humanities for Arts and Cultures, 
14) Archaeology and Cultural Heritage.

Graduate School of Sport and Health Science（M/D）
The Graduate School of Sport and Health Science aims to foster highly-spe-
cialized professionals and researchers who have expertise in the f ield and 
advanced practical and leadership skills as well as the capacity to contribute 
to society. The school supports your research with top-level faculty and 
cutting-edge facilities and equipment.
■ Two courses in the Master’s program
　・Sport and Exercise Science̶Focusing on education and research to 
　  analyze sports performance from a scientif ic approach and to elucidate 
　  the maintenance and furtherance of health based on scientif ic evidence.
　・Sport Pedagogy and Management̶Focusing on education and research 
　 to improve student’s educational and management abilities in the f ield 
　  of sport and health science.

Graduate School of Business Administration（M/D）
The Graduate School of Business Administration is a strong academic commu-
nity that provides a solid practice ground for future business leaders and 
academic researchers. The school acknowledges the need to respond the 
tumultuous global market and increasingly globalized business competition. 
Our research consists of seven f ields, each focusing on the global issues and the 
latest academic debates. The students will expand their research into practical 
business agenda, and are expected to become truly influential leaders of the 
future generation of business practice and management research.
■Seven research f ields
　Technology Management and Strategies, Organization and Human  
　Resources, Marketing, International Business, Accounting, Finance, and 
　Design and Management.

Graduate School of Human Science（M/D）
The Graduate School of Human Science has established a new academic 
research field called "Human Science in Practice" starting in 2022. Faculty 
members and graduate students work together to realize new academic 
fields of human science.
■ New research fields
　・Psychology: To expand students’ academic understanding, courses including 

cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, social psychology, and 
research methods are offered.

　・Human science in practice: Offering subjects that correspond to character 
formation and clinical education, analysis and disability and behavior family 
function and clinical sociology. In addition to the above, we are offering 
subjects based on putting Problem Based Learning into practice.

　・Clinical psychology: Offering subjects that correspond to the curriculum 
stipulated by the Japanese certification board for Clinical Psychology, our 
school is designated typeⅠgraduate school for Clinical Psychologists.

Graduate School of Image Arts（M）
The Graduate School of Image Arts leverages all the benef its of Ritsumeikan's 
organization as a comprehensive university to provide broad education, aiming 
to cultivate skills, techniques and analytical methodology related to visual 
image production (extending beyond the making of visual image products and 
including development and application) and visual image studies as well.
■ Subject Zones
　・Film Arts
　・Game Entertainment
　・Creative Technology

Graduate School of Management / MBA（M）
The Graduate School of Management, known as Ritsumeikan University 
Business School (RBS), provides MBA education focused on developing 
business leaders ready to shape the future. The teaching approach goes 
beyond lectures to include discussions based on case studies and group 
projects. From experienced faculty, students acquire practical knowledge 
and skills, enhancing their ability to think critically and creatively by 
integrating theory and practice. 
■ Two majors
　・Major in Management－Aims to train business leaders for general 

business fields.
　・Major in Tourism Management－Aims to train business leaders in the 

tourism industry. 
Both majors offer two tracks: The Management Development Track 
focusing on advanced management expertise and the Career 
Development Track focusing on basic business skills and mindsets.

Graduate School of Gastronomy Management（M/D）
The Graduate School of Gastronomy Management aims to rear a new genera-
tion of highly skilled professionals and researchers who possess practical 
managerial skills by research economic activities related to gastronomy 
using their expertise in economics and business administration.
■ Three social priority issues
　・Management and innovation in the gastronomy industry
　・Creating a multicultural community through gastronomy
　・Welfare and health coordination through gastronomy

Graduate School of Pharmacy（M/D）
The Graduate School of Pharmacy consists of two majors: a four-year 
doctoral program in pharmacy, and a two-year master’s program and a 
three-year doctoral program in pharmaceutical sciences.
■ Two majors
　・Doctoral Program in Pharmacy ― Aims to train pharmacists, medical 

personnel, and researchers who will contribute to advanced medical care 
as a leading role.

　・Master’s Program and Doctoral Program in Pharmaceutical Sciences ― 
Aim to deepen research in the field of drug discovery and to train 
researchers who will be engaged in the discovery and creation of new 
drugs.

Graduate School of Law（M/D）
Since its founding in 1950, the Graduate School of Law has produced many  
individuals outstanding in their fields, including research academics, comple-
menting the over 100 years of tradition at the College of Law. The past few 
years have also seen the school achieve admirable results in cultivating highly 
specialized professionals, including lawyers and tax accountants. 
■ Three courses
　・The Legal Specialist Course̶Cultivating specialists in areas requiring
  　essential knowledge of the law.
　・The Law & Politics Research Course̶Deepening academic involvement 
　  in the various issues of law and politics.
　・The Doctoral Research Course̶Fostering future legal researchers.

　・Content Business Management
　・Society and Images

Graduate School of  Sociology（M/D）
The Graduate School of Sociology was established in 1972 to promote a 
comprehensive understanding of an increasingly complex world and to tackle 
issues of modern society in collaboration with many sociological subf ields, as 
well as social policy, social welfare, anthropology, and economic sociology. 
■ Four major research f  ields
　・Modern Society
  　This research f ield aims to provide students with opportunities and tools 
  　for sociological analysis and insight.
　・Human Welfare
  　This research f ield aims to enable students to engage with social issues in 
  　human development, welfare policy, and social work practice.
　・Sports & Society

This research field aims to enable students to analyze sports culture and 
the relation between sports and society.

　・Media & Society
This research field aims to enable students to analyze media culture and 
media society from various perspectives.
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Q4. Is it possible to directly contact the professor who I would like to be my supervisor?
You are able to contact faculty directly if they have made their email address available on the graduate school's website, Researcher's Database, 
etc.

Q5. How can I obtain a student visa before coming to Japan for the first time?
The International Center will help international students who are entering Japan for the first time to obtain a student visa. Please ask the 
administrative office of your graduate school after passing the entrance examination.

Q6. Is Japanese language ability required?
If you wish to enroll in the English-based program shown on pp. 16-29, Japanese language ability is not required. The entire program including 
lectures is conducted in English.
That being said, some knowledge of Japanese language will help you adjust to life in Japan. RU offers "Language Support Programs" to 
international graduate students. Please refer to p. 14.
(If you are interested in the Japanese-based program shown on pp. 30-31, Japanese language ability is necessary. See the Application Guidelines 
of each graduate school for details.)

Q1. What are the application requirements?
Requirements differ based on the graduate schools and their procedures. Please review the Application Guidelines of each graduate school and 
check the appropriate eligibility criteria mentioned in 〝Eligibility Requirements”. 

Q2. What is the screening method like? 
Screening is conducted mainly based on submitted materials. Written tests and / or interviews are also conducted in some graduate schools. 
Please refer to the Application Guidelines for details.

Q3. How can I find my desired major and supervising professor?
RU has many graduate schools and research areas may be offered by one or more graduate schools. Prospective students are expected to f ind 
out which graduate school offers a program related to their area of research interest and decide from which faculty member they should receive 
supervision by checking the website for each graduate school or the laboratory of each faculty member before the application submission.

Ritsumeikan University releases application information approximately 1 year before admission.

Step1. Find out more about the programs we offer by visiting our website.
https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/admissions/

Sample list of required application materials (for a full list, please see the guidelines)

Step2. Obtain the guidelines and read carefully.
　　　  Contact the department in charge of your desired program of study.

Step3. Submit all application forms.
　　　  Send all your application documents during the application period.

・Application for graduate admission at RU　・Letter of recommendation　・Research proposal　・Certif icate of graduation

・A photocopy of applicant’s passport information page　・Proof of linguistic talent / practical expertise (TOEFL®test, TOEIC®test, etc)

Applying for Pre-enrollment Scholarship Programs：（Ex. Monbukagakusho, Asian Development Bank）

■ International Center at BKC：cger-bkc@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

・Please check our site beginning from October 2024

  for more information on how to apply for scholarships for 

  the 2025 academic year.

■ Graduate School of International Relations：ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Economics：gs-ec@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Science and Engineering：se-admw1@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Information Science and Engineering：gsise@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Life Sciences：gsls@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Policy Science：gsps-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

■ Graduate School of Technology Management：moten@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

Applying as a Self-f inanced Student：

General information of each graduate school is available in the "Guidebook Brochure" or on the Ritsumeikan University website.

You can also find a potential supervisor by entering keywords such as dissertation titles or research topics, in the "Ritsumeikan University 
Researcher Database" shown below.

・Environment 
・Disaster prevention
・Climate change

Graduate School of
Science and Engineering

Graduate School of Policy Science

Graduate School of Economics

Graduate School of Life Sciences 

・Disaster mitigation
・Water environmental engineering
・Enviromental influence assessment
・Sustainable resource and waste management

・Disaster prevention
・Environmental Policy
・Resource and environmental economics

・Environmental economics

・Bioengineering

Research topics

Graduate school〈Example〉
※This is only an example, and 

there may be other choices.

Keyword

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/download/index.html/

Guidebook Brochure

https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/faq/index.html/

More FAQs

https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/academics/

Ritsumeikan University website

Application Information

3 2 3 3

Frequently Asked Question

How to Apply
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