
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information on graduate admissions, please contact: 

The BKC International Center 

Ritsumeikan University 

1‐1‐1 Noji‐higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga, 525‐8577 Japan 

Email: cger‐bkc@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 

 

 

Ritsumeikan University            
Graduate School        

Application Information 
for International Students 



Introduction to Researchers at Ritsumeikan University 
Find your future professor here! 

 
Potential Ritsumeikan applicants are encouraged to review our professors' 
ongoing research and interests at the links below to see how their desired 
research topic may fit in with Ritsumeikan's ongoing activities: 

 
Ritsumeikan University Researcher's Database (English) 

http://research‐
db.ritsumei.ac.jp/scripts/websearch/index.htm?lang=en 

 
The address above can also be accessed by scanning the QR code below with your 

phone 

 
 

立命館大学研究者学術情報データベース 
あなたを指導する先生を探そう！ 

 
立命館大学 大学院への出願希望者は、立命館大学の教員の研究分野が出願者

の希望する専攻分野と一致するかどうかを事前に確認することをお勧めします。立命

館大学の教員は、下記リンクのデータベースから検索することができます。 
 

◆立命館大学 研究者学術情報データベース（日本語） 
http://research-

db.ritsumei.ac.jp/scripts/websearch/index.htm?lang=jp 
 

携帯で下記ｑｒコードを読み込むと上記ホームページにアクセスできます 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

RADIANTis  Ritsumeikan  University’s  online  Research  Report.  It  puts  the  spotlight  on  some  of 

Ritsumeikan’s top-tier researchers, and is one of the best ways to get a taste of the variety 

of research going on at Ritsumeikan in an easy to view format. Check it out!  

        http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/research/radiant/eng/ 
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English-Based Degree Programs and Scholarships at a Glance 
 

Degree programs taught in English 
For program, course, and application details, visit: http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/admissions/  

Graduate 
School 

Program Name Level 

2022 Scholarship Availability* 
Scholarship-based 

Admissions 
Regular Admissions 

MEXT ADB-JSP 
RU Tuition 
Reduction 

JASSO 

Economics 
Master’s Program in Economic 

Development (MPED) 
Master’s ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Doctoral ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Science and 
Engineering 

International Program for Science 
and Engineering 

Master’s   ✔ ✔ 
Doctoral   ✔ ✔ 

Information 
Science and 
Engineering 

International Program for 
Information Science and 

Engineering 

Master’s ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Doctoral ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Life Sciences 
International Program for Life 

Sciences 
Master’s ✔  ✔ ✔ 
Doctoral ✔  ✔ ✔ 

International 
Relations 

Global Cooperation Program (GCP) 
Master’s ✔  

✔ ✔ 
Global and Japanese Perspectives 

Program (GJP) ✔  

International Relations Doctoral ✔  ✔ ✔ 
Policy 

Science 
Policy Science 

Master’s ✔  ✔ ✔ 
Doctoral ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Technology 
Management 

Technology Management Doctoral   ✔ ✔ 

*Availability is predicted based on university scholarship regulations and unofficial updates from scholarship providers. Actual 2022 availability may change. 
 

Scholarships Available Through Scholarship-based Admissions 
See link below for application/eligibility info for these programs & others (i.e. Japan-IMF Scholarship Program for Asia 
(JISPA); JICA’s ABE, SDGs Global Leaders & Innovative Asia Scholarships; etc.) as well as uni-managed scholarships. 

Provider Benefits Eligibility and Application Details 
Government of Japan (i.e. 

Monbukagakusho or 
“MEXT”) 

 Full Tuition 
 Round-trip economy flight to Japan 
 ~$1400/month stipend http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/admissions/ 

-See the Financial Aid section 
 Asian Development Bank 

Japan Scholarship 
Program (ADB-JSP) 

 Full Tuition,  
 Round-trip economy flight to Japan 
 ~$1800/month stipend  
 Health insurance/ book/ research allowances 

 

Scholarships Available through Regular Admissions 
International student scholarships granted upon enrollment & scholarships available for application post-enrollment. 
Provider Benefits Eligibility and Application Details 

Ritsumeikan 
University 

 100% tuition reduction (a few students) 
 20% tuition reduction/year (most applicants) 

http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/current-students/financial-aid/ 

 100,000-500,000 yen/year tuition fee waiver 
*Stackable with 20% tuition reduction above 

http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/admissions/shingaku-shorei-scholarship/ 

JASSO* 
 48,000/month stipend for 6 or 12 months 
*Official provider: Monbukagakusho. Official title “Monbukagakusho 
Honors Scholarship for International Students”. Administered by JASSO 

https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/study_j/scholarships/shoureihi/about.html 

Other 
Scholarship 
Foundations 

 Benefits vary (stipend, research funds, etc.) 
 Apply after enrollment 

http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/current-students/financial-aid/ 

For scholarship application questions and further information, please contact cger-bkc@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 



Accessing the Graduate School Application Guidelines Directly 
   

 

One) http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two) http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/index.html/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three) http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/exam/point02.html/  

 

While we recommend you check the 

application guidelines on the actual 

homepage of your graduate school of 

interest, the full set of all application 

guidelines for all graduate schools can 

be easily accessed on the following 

homepage. 

The Graduate Schools of: 
 

Science and Engineering, 
Information Science and Engineering, 

Life Sciences, 
Policy Science, 

International Relations, 
Economics, 

and 
Technology Management (Doctoral only) 

 
all offer graduate programs taught, and admissions 

guidelines written, in English. 
Check them out!! 



Graduate School Tuition Fees 

 

 
*Data is for enrollment beginning in 2024. Tuition fees for enrollment from 2025 onward is subject to change. For the most 

up to date and accurate information, please contact the administrative office of your prospective graduate school. 

[Japanese YEN] 

Master’s Programs, Professional Degree Programs, Integrated Doctoral Programs (1st and 2nd Years) 
For students entering from outside RU or Ritsumeikan Asia 

Pacific University (APU) 
 

For students entering from RU 

or APU (including graduates from previous years) 

Graduate School 
Admission 

Fee 
Tuition 

per year 
1st year 

Total 
2nd year 

Total 
 

Admission 
Fee 

Total tuition per year 

Law, Sociology, Business 
Administration, Economics 
(other than MPED), Policy 
Science, International 
Relations (other than GIRP), 
Letters (Major in Humanities) 

200,000 788,000 988,000 788,000  － 788,000 

Economics (MPED), 
International Relations (GIRP) 

200,000 945,600 1,145,600 945,600  － 945,600 

Language Education and 
Information Science, Core 
Ethics and Frontier Sciences 
(1st, 2nd years) 

200,000 840,400 1,040,400 840,400  － 840,400 

Letters (Major in Informatics of 
Behavior and Cultures) 

200,000 788,000 988,000 788,000  － 788,000 

Image Arts 200,000 1,265,600 1,465,600 1,265,600  － 1,265,600 

Human Science, Sport and 
Health Science 

200,000 893,000 1,093,000 893,000  － 893,000 

Science and Engineering (other 
than the Mathematics Course) 

200,000 1,208,200 1,408,200 1,208,200  － 1,208,200 

Science and Engineering 
(Mathematics Course) 

200,000 1,129,200 1,329,200 1,129,200  － 1,129,200 

Information Science and 
Engineering, Life Sciences 

200,000 1,194,800 1,394,800 1,194,800  － 1,194,800 

Technology Management 200,000 1,225,000 1,425,000 1,225,000  － 1,225,000 

Management 200,000 1,310,400 1,510,400 1,310,400  － 1,310,400 

*In addition to the fees listed above, we collect fees for the following: Academic association fee: 0 - 8,000 yen/year depending on the graduate school; 
Graduate student association fee: 4,000 yen/year; Alumni association fee of RU: 30,000 yen at the time of enrollment. (Plus, Public Policy Alumni association 
fee: 10,000 yen for Public Policy students only, at the time of enrollment.) However, we do not collect Alumni Association fee of RU from students (excluding 
grade skipping, graduated within three years) enrolling from RU (since they have already been paid). 

*In addition to enrollment fees, the School of Law requests an Info-Communications fee of 20,000 yen/year. 

Doctoral Programs, Integrated Doctoral Programs (3rd Year and up), four-year Doctoral Programs 

For students entering from outside RU or Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific 
University (APU) 

 For students entering from RU or APU 
(including graduates from previous years) 

Graduate School Admission Fee Tuition per year 1st year Total  
Admission 

Fee 
Tuition 

per year 
Total per 

year 

Common for all 
graduate schools 

200,000 500,000 700,000  － 500,000 500,000 

*In addition to the fees listed above, we collect fees for the following: Academic association fee: 0 - 8,000 yen/year depending on the graduate school; Graduate 
student association fee: 4,000 yen/year; Alumni association fee of RU: 30,000 yen for Pharmacy students only, at the time of enrollment. 



(3) Tuition Reduction 
 
Tuition Reduction Scheme for Ritsumeikan University International Students 

○With regard to students who enroll to Ritsumeikan University (besides English-basis students who enroll 
through AO Admissions or University Recommendations), only the top eligible applicants based on 
academic performance are eligible for tuition reduction. No other students from this category will receive 
tuition reductions. 

○All English based student applicants who enroll through AO Admissions or University Recommendations 
and all graduate school applicants are eligible for tuition reduction.  

○For more details, please refer to the tuition reduction application guidelines. 
 

Eligibility Criteria ○ Must be enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree-seeking 
program at Ritsumeikan University. (Students on a Leave of Absence 
are not eligible.) 

○ Must have the status of residence of "Student". 
○ Must be a privately-financed international student. 

Reduction Period 1 year *(“Graduate I” category students receive a reduction for the 
duration of their standard program completion period.) 

Application Periods April enrollees: Spring semester (early April) 
September enrollees: Fall semester (early October) 

 
 
 

<Ritsumeikan University Tuition Reduction Scheme for International Students /  
Undergraduate Students> 

Japanese Based Students  
(Majors/courses other than 

those listed below) 

Undergraduate I (100% reduction): Top 10% of eligible applicants 

Undergraduate II (50% reduction):  
Next top 10% of eligible applicants after Undergraduate I recipients 

Undergraduate III (20% reduction):  
Next top 50% of eligible applicants after Undergraduate I・II recipients 

English Based Students 
(International Relations-GS) 
(International Relations-JDP) 

(Policy Science-CRPS) 
(Information Science and 

Engineering-ISSE) 
(Global Liberal Arts) 

Undergraduate I (100% reduction): Top 10% of eligible applicants 

Undergraduate II (50% reduction):  
Next top 10% of eligible applicants after Undergraduate I recipients 

Undergraduate III (20% reduction):  
Eligible applicants who did not receive Undergraduate I or II reduction 

 
<Ritsumeikan University Tuition Reduction Scheme for International Students /  

Graduate Students> 

All 
Researchers 

Graduate I (100% reduction): Decided upon acceptance 

Graduate II (20% reduction): Eligible applicants who did not receive Graduate I reduction 

Important Notes 
*Students who wish to receive the tuition reductions above must apply each year. Receipt 

of tuition reduction does not automatically carry over to subsequent years. 
*Applicants who have paid the entire year's tuition at the time of application and fall 

semester applicants will receive a refund of the amount of tuition at the end of the 
academic year. 


